Diet.?From the severity and rapid course of the outbreak suspicion very naturally fell on the food. This however was shown to be groundless by the exemption of the inmates of the cellular jail until transferred to the infected building.
Ooods and materials brought into the jail.?No special suspicion to be ascribed to any of these.
Drinking Water.?There are two wells in the jail, one outside the walls in the garden, the other in the hospital-yard. The latter supplies the institution with water. There is also running water in the kitchen, derived from the farther side of the Salzach, but this is used only for cooking and scouring.
The soldiers of the guard, while on duiy, get all their water from the well in the hospital-yard. Both the well and the running waters are very similar in composition. Both are hard, calcareous waters, but the chlorine content of the local water is about 5 times that of the running water, due to its being the ground-water of an inhabited area.
There can be no doubt that there were opportunities for the entrance of the result of organic pollutions ot the soil into the water of the well, but organic matters in passing through a bed of soil 14 meters thick and g lull of air are very greatly altered, as is proven by tne fact that their carbonaceous and nitrogenous constituents are mostly fully oxidised and appear in the water in the form of the final products of their combustion.
The meinbers of the commission had holes made in tbe soil of the hospital-yard, but these afforded no evidences of any special saturation of the soil. Fettenkofer, moreover, tried experiments with salt on the plan adopted by Goppels roder at Laufen, and these conclusively demonstrated that the passage of materials from the surface was very slow?none of the salt having reached the water within 6 days. There are other facts showing that the water in the hospitalyard well could not have been the cause of the epidemic. These are the very unequal distribution of the disease among the various classes of prisoners, and the exemption of the soliers.
The guard room, until the 6th December, was daily occupied by 14 men, so that if the water were poisoned previous to December 1st, every man of the Detachment of 67 was exposed to its influence. The soldiers no doubt were not confined to the use of water like the prisoners, but drank beer also, still they did drink-water too, and used it for washing out their beer mugs, &c.,so that it is hardly conceivable that, had the water contained the cholera germs, these disagreeable fishes should persistently have elected only to enter the prisoners' pitchers.
Moreover 
